CHAPTER SEVENTEEN

TV >TY relationship with Edgar brought me one
jLVJL piece of luck, I was allowed to ride in a police
lorry, and so visited Bethlehem, Hebron and Beer-
sheba, places that I should not otherwise have seen.

The great basilica in Bethlehem, covering the Stable-
cave, impressed me more than anything else I had seen
in Palestine, except only for Capernaum, the Sea of
Galilee and the stark Horns of Hattin. In its way it
struck me as the crowning achievement of Christian
men in the Holy Land. The ancient building is the
oldest church now standing in all the world. At least
it is the oldest church built for specifically Christian
purposes, though there are temples and basilicas in
Rome and elsewhere which were taken for Christian
usage after being purged of the worship of the old
gods.

The Stable struck me with a force that the Tomb
could not equal, for, though it does not matter in the
slightest, it probably is the place where poor little
fourteen-year-old Marymother endured her woman's
agony, to bring forth her First-born, and thereby to
leave a Riddle over which the centuries have fought,
and argued, and murdered, and which is still as far
from being answered as it ever was.

Hebron is a savage town, where the full flame of
religious fanaticism is ablaze. There the awfol lambeat
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